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made known. I therefore hope Mr. Bell 'vill find occapation with thenT, 
and perhaps a treat. Some of the above I never had leisure to examine; 
but of several of the srnaller ones I took memoranda while alive ; and 
from these I 111 ight have been ten1pted to introduce son1e extract , but 
that I have at last opened n1y eyes to the length to which this letter has 

already been protracted; and I will not therefore trifle longer \Vith your 

patience farther than to say that there are in the other bottles a variety 
of our domestic Spiders, and of Insects, many among \vhich nlay also be 
new. 

I have the honour to be, dear Sir, 

Your's very sincerely, 
E. N. BANCH.OFT. 

----------------- ---------------------------------------------------

AnT. L \T II. Ohs er vations upou, the D e1z tali unt suhulalunl 

oj. Deshayes. By the Re1J. M. J. BERl\t;LE~· , .. t\. l\1. 

DuRING the ~utntner of 1830 extensive soundings were ntadE: by 
Captain A. Vida1, R. N. on the N. W. coast of Ireland on the great bank 
running parallel with the coast, in search of Aitkin's Rock. A fe"' of 

the specin1ens of sand, gravel, &c. frotn different parts of the bank having 
been kindly placed in tny hands, I found an1ongst the1n several indi

viduals of a D entaliu1n new to our coasts. These, on comparison \Vith 

Madeira specimens from Mr. Lowe, and others in Mr. G. B. Sowerby's 

collection, proved to be the D entaliurn snbuiatam of Deshayes, (Anat. & 
Monogr. du genre Dentale, p. 53); the only points of difference being a 
paler hue, and an almost total absence of the constriction near the orifice. 
The former difference is exactly such as n1ight be expected from their 

occurring in a higher latitude, and the latter is clearly so variable, as not 
to thro\v any suspicion on the specific identity of the S{lveral specin1ens. 

They occurred in fine sand, at various di~tances from the coast, in 

Jat. 55°, at great depths, fron1 GO to 120 fathon1 s. As I was not sure 
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that any \Vere alive \vhen taken, it becatne a n1atter of interest if possible 
~ 

to procure further information establishing the clain1 of the species to a 

place in the list of our 1narine animals: aud I 'vas the n1ore anxious, as an 

exan1ina:ion of i\1r. Lowe's specitnens had convinced me that it was not a 

Dentalinm, but forn1ed a new genus among the Annelida. Accordingly, 

when in the following summer the survey of the b:1nk was resumed, I 

requested Captain Vidal to preserve for me in spirits whatever animals he 

should procure alive in sounding; and if possible specimens of the Den

talium. This he very kindly undertook and noted the depth at which each 

specimen was taken. The Dentalium did not occur at any less depth than 

63~ fathom~, and t,vire (on one occasion off St. Kilda) it occurred at 

1 7l ~ fathon1s. Nothing could be concluded as to habit from the man

ner in \vhich the shells were imbedded in the tallo\v, but this \vas of the 

lesl'\ con~equence as from information received from l\Ir. Lo\ve it appears 

that they are found in great numbers together, in tnasses of a conglome

rate (if it 1nay be so called) of n1ud and vario~s 1nariue substances, the 

b1·oader end only appearing above the surface. From the an1azing dif-

ference in the diameter, it should seetn that the narro\v or poster·ior end 
is gradually absorbed in the course of gro\vth. 'fi1e an!n1als of the 

l\1adeira and British specimens, as \vas supposed, proved perfectly 
identical. 

It \Vill clearly appear from the d scription and accompanying figure 

that notwithstanding the resen1 b]ance of 1 he shell to that of true Den

t alia, it is most nearly allied to Sei]Jnla; but evidently distinct in having 

an unattached shell (for there is no evidence to lead to a suspicion that it 
is atta<;hed, even in in fan 'Y), and more e pccially in possessing a poste

rior a~ \Yell as anterior aperture. I have therefore no hesitation in 

proposin a ne\v genu JJil'rn}JCt ( Ct G and i(J ll1r1J foratnen) for the recep

tion of this and such other species no\v included in Dentaliatn, as shall 
be found to J'O s s an :ani1ual sjtnilar]y organized. One at least is so 

circumstanced, J)e?tlal iu?J1 Gadus, 1ont. ( /Jent.coarclatum, Lan1.), of the 

n of Cr tntia JU1r tnl a t a \\ as t i k n a t h " i nHuc nse <lt·pt 1t of 
2().J fa th•nu . 

, 
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animal of \Vhich indeed I have seen only a single specin1en; but this \vas 

enough to prove it most clearly congeneric \vith D entaliunl sub1tlatu?n, 
thouah from the cotnplete evaporation of the !ipirit in \vhich it was pre

served and the circun1stance of the surface of the operculutn being over

grown with Ceramiunt Tepens and another minute .lllgm, I \Vas not able 

to understand its structure sufficiently to give a figure. I at first thought 

that there \vere so:-ne appendages to the opercul utn : nor frotn the 
• 

extreme n1in uteness could I ascertain so certainly the nature of a third 

substance, in addition to the t\vo .lllgce above n1entioned, as to pronounce 

decidedly upon the point with such scanty materials. lt is highly pro

bable that the other minute British Dentalia \vill prove to p Jssess an 

animal oflike structure, though possibly even in that case it would be 

requisite to place then1 in a distin~t genus. 

The characters of the genus 

DITRUPA 
are as follo\vs. 

Shell free, tubular, open at both ends. 

Opercul'llm fix ed to a conical pedicellated cartilaginous body, thin, 

testaceous, concentrically striate. 

Branchi({! 22 in two sets, not rolled up spirally, flat, broadest at the 

base, feathered \Vith a single row of ci1ia. 

lviantle rounded behind, slightly crisped, dP.nticulated in front, strongly 

puckered on either side. 

Fascicles of bristles 6 on each side. 

I take this opportunity of referring to the t\VO Setpalce described in 

Vol. 3, p. 229. Since the account there given \\·as published I have 

dredged several specimens of SeT}Ju l:l .llrundo*, and find n1y formet· 

observations confirmed. It belongs to the genus .Sabella as cltaracterised 

·• Serpula Arundo, Turton, Serp. t'tbularia, 1\'lont. The latter nan1e being 

the original ought to be retained, and the s,--ecies nan1 ed Sabella tubularia. 

Serpula tubularia, Turt. is quite a different species, and the same \\'ith Serr. 

verrnicularis, Lam., excluding var. b. 1 a1n obliged to Dr. Johnston for caJling 

my attention to this point in London' .., 1V1agazi ne of Natural History, vol. 7 , 

p. 126. 
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by Cuvier, being one of the rare instances in which a calcareous tube 

occurs in that genus. 

For the other, Se'rpula F1:Zograna, I beg leave to propose a new genus 
which will be characterised by the nature of its opercula and number of 
branchire, and may he called Filograna; in which case, Turton's specific 

name implexa will be very appropriate. 

FILOGRANA, nob. 

Shell very slender, filifornJ, gregarious. 

Branchice 8, filifortn, of which two bear an infundibuliform obliquely 
truncate operculum. 

1JI[ ant le rectangular. 

Fascicles of bristles 7 on each side. 

Reference to the Figures. 

PLATE XIX. 
Fig. 2. Ditr u pa subulata. 

a. The animal. 
b. One of the branch ire. 

c. A portion of the anterior part of the mantle. 
d. Operculum. 

Aa·r. LV 111. Description qj" tlte .rlnin1ats of T~"oluta delll'i· 

crtlttta, Mun t. (tnd A."sin1i1litt Gray ana, Leaclt. By 
the llev. 1\1. ,J. B gn K KLJ~ v, 1\. 1\1. 

Voluta denticulnta, 1ont. ( arychiu,rn nfyosotis, Michaud, Con1pl. de 
l'Histoire de Draparn.) and A3si1Jtinia Grayana, Leach, a hound under 
stones in the salt marsh s by the 'rhames at Gravesend. Ilaving an 
opportunity of ;axa1ninin" both in a livin ,. state in the stnnrn r of 1832 

• 
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CORRIGENDU~I. 

As the anin1al on \vhich Thfr. Berkeley•s observations upon Dentaliurn 
Gadus of l\'lont. 'vere founded proves on a reference to l\fr. Lo,ve'~ 

~Ianuscripts to have been taken fron1 a very young specin1en of Dentaliun1 

ubulatum of Deshayes, though hastily labelled" Dentalium Gadus," !\ir. 

Berkeley feels it incumbent upon him to state the error into \vhich he ha~ · 
unavoidably fallen • 
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